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Fuel Injection Engines and Catalytic Converters

Federal and State Laws in the United States require automobiles to meet specific standards. Therefore vehicles meeting U.S.
specifications may differ from vehicles normally marketed in other countries where necessary spare parts for servicing such

vehicles or specific fuels may not be readily available.

Fuel injection engines

U.S. specification Volkswagen models equipped with fuel
injection engines require special service facilities and parts.
Such facilities and parts are not commonly available outside
the United States and Canada. Since Volkswagen of America,
Inc. and Volkswagenwerk AG do not recommend the sale of
Volkswagen vehicles with fuel injection engines for use in
areas in which adequate service facilities and parts are not
available, United States specification Volkswagen models
with fuel injection are not normally sold for use outside the
United States and Canada.

Catalytic Converters (California only)

VW models built for California are equipped with a catalytic
converter which is a major element of the emission control
system. Such vehicles require unleaded gasolines for the
engine. Deposits from leaded gasolines and fuel additives
containing sulfur, zinc, nickel or barium render catalytic

converters inoperative, and thus defeat their purpbse to
control harmful exhaust emissions.

Since unleaded gasolines may not be available outside the
United States and Canada, Volkswagen of America, Inc. and
Volkswagenwerk AG do not recommend the sale of Volks-
wagen vehicles equipped with catalytic converters for use
outside the United States and Canada.

It is important to keep your new vehicle in proper operating
condition. If engine malfunction should occur, particularly
involving engine misfire or other noticeable loss of perfor-
mance, do not continue to operate your vehicle in that cond-
ition but promptly contact an authorized dealer. Continued
operation of your vehicle with a severe malfunction could
cause the catalytic converter to overheat.

As with any other vehicle, do not park or operate this vehicle in areas where combustible materials such as grass or leaves
can come into contact with a hot exhaust system. Under certain conditions, these materials could be ignited by a hot exhaust

system.

Should you have any questions about the use of U.S. specification Volkswagen models, which are equipped with fuel injection
engines or catalytic converter in a particular country or area, we advise that you request specific information from your
authorized dealer, Customer Assistance of Volkswagen of America, Inc. or Volkswagen Canada Ltd.



This Volkswagen Owner’s Manual

The Warranty and Maintenance

acquaints you with the operation of your car. In your Owner's Manual you will also
find information on fuel, lubrication, technical data, plus an explanation of how the
emission control system works.

Read this manual before you drive your new Volkswagen. Acquaint yourself with its
features and know how to operate your car more safely . . . because the more you
know about it, the more you will enjoy driving your Volkswagen.

for your new Volkswagen is explained in a separate booklet. The first part of the
Warranty and Maintenance booklet acquaints you with the New Car Warranty and
the Emission Control System Warranty.

Should you have occasion to make use of your Volkswagen Warranty, it is always
helpful to have the related service receipts handy.

The second part of the Warranty and Maintenance booklet deals with the Volks-
wagen Computer Analysis and Maintenance. It explains how you can keep your
Volkswagen in top driving condition by having it serviced regularly.

Check the service schedule and mileage chart in the Warranty and Maintenance
booklet. It will tell you when to bring your car to your Authorized Volkswagen
Dealer for its periodic oil change, computer analysis and maintenance service.

Always have the Warranty and Maintenance booklet with you when you take your
car to an Authorized Volkswagen Dealer for service . . . it provides your Service
Adviser with the information he needs and enables him to make the necessary
entries for you. So you'll have a record of all performed services.



CONTENTS

page
Acceleratorpedal. . . . .. ... .. 21
AIrClegher: . o o o &5 5 5 & 5 55 55 53
Alrcongitloner . : . « = » & ¥ & w s . 31
Alternator warning light. . . . . . . T L
BEDWENSE. & & 4 v a N o E 19
Assist straps and coat hooks. . . . . 20
Auxihary Hesaler. . - - « « « &« o o 30
Babery. . i i v v aaws 500 34, 42
Brake fluid reservoir . . . . . . . .. 41
Braked. S s v be v v h el 21, 22
Brake warning light. . . . . . .. .. 15
Balbchart': -6 v v w3 559 s 5w & & 47
Bulbreplacing: - « « v« w wio v w0 48
Catalytic converter . . . . . . 17, 23, 43
Chassisnumber. . « « « s « + & w 4 7
Cleaning yourVW. - . « « « o o o 5 45
Clutchpedal. . . - @ 3 65 4% 5 & & 3 21

Convertibleton « = s+ & v v & v s w s 29

Dear VW Qwner
Defroster

------------------

------------

................

EGR light
Emergency flasher
Emission Control System
Engine number
Engine oil, changing
Engine oil, checking . . . . . . .. :
Engine oil grades

---------------
----------
-------

llllllllllll

---------

lllllllllll

Fan belt: adjusting or replacing . . .
Fuel gauge
Fuel injection
Fuel supply

------------------

---------------

lllllllllllll

llllllllllllll

-------

page
Gearshift lever . . .
Glove compartment. . . . . . . . .. 23
Headlightswiteh . . . i « & s 5 « 5 &« 16
Head restraints . . . . . . . . . . 10
Heslal s i s s 2R v e e & 355 25
Heater lever spot light . . . . . . .. 25
Ignition/steering lock. . . . . . . .. 15
Instrument illumination. . . . . . . . 16
Instrumentpanel . . . ... ... 13, 14
Interiol gt . v v ss s s G w29 o @ 20
B -1 R T ) T 37
S e e B LSS S R EEREE BN aR 8
LBNEGRENgeT o - « v s = son o 2 55 5 18
Licenseplatelight . . . .. ... .. 49
LUBHGENS. « s s v s @s i G @ s dam o 55
Labrieation: . o s v v w s v 5 95 54
Luggage compartments . . . . . .. 24



page

Oil pressure warning light . . . . . . 17
Rear seat: removing and installing . 47
Rearview mirrors: . « « o v s e 20
Rear window defogger . . . . . . . : 19
BEVETES o ponmin som 5 @ 8 T 4 22
SRR BRIIE i i T R R 11
DIORTE = o o e e s o B 10, 47
SHOING 1O s el s e 4 28
oparewheel: . i v s e w0 36

Spark plugs: cleaning and replacing 51
Speedometer with fuel gauge

and warning lights . . . . .. ... 17
SREOU FANEES . &« & s e e a0 22
SEIMG NS s - & 2oesm i w a0 23
SUNVISOIE. . 5 o o w60 e 20
Teshnlcal data : & 65 50 6 e s 58
TR = w & & 5 % S e s 35

Tool kit
Towing and trailer hauling .
Transmission
Transmission oil
Transmission oil grades
Troubleshooting
Turn signal/headlight
dimmer switch lever

-------------
-----------
-------

------------

--------

V-belt: adjusting or replacing . . . .
Vehicle Identification
Ventilation

lllllllll

---------------

Warning lights
Wheel changing
Windows
Windshield washer fluid container. .
Windshield wiper/washer lever . . .
Winter operation

-----------

------------

-----------

Pictures and text in this manual are
based on the 1977 Volkswagen Beetle.
Where the controls, equipment and tech-
nical data of the Volkswagen Convertible
differ considerably, we will point this out
in the text.

Various items shown or described in
the manual may not apply to the model
you have chosen. Check with vyour
Authorized VW Dealer on available
equipment, options or accessories.

It has always been Volkswagen's policy
to continuously make technical impro-
vements; therefore, the right is reserved
to make changes at any time during the
model year without notice.



Dear VW Owner

A lot has gone into the manufacture of
your Volkswagen. Including advanced
engineering techniques, rigid quality
control and demanding inspections.
The engineering and safety features that
have gone into your VW will be enhanced
by...you,

the safe driver

—who knows his vehicle and all the con-
trols,

—who maintains his vehicle properly,

—who uses his driving skills wisely.

Because safe driving is important to
you, we urge you to follow the check
list shown on this page whenever you
use your VW.

Before getting behind the wheel:

1 — Make sure that the tires are inflated
correctly.

2 — Watch the tread depth indicator on
the tires. Look for bruises and wear.

3 — See that all windows are clean and
unobstructed.

4 — Check that headlight and tail light
lenses are clean.

5— Check that all lights are functioning
properly.

6 — Check turn signal lamps and indica-
tor light (ignition on).

In the driver's seat:

1 —Position seat properly for easy reach
of controls.

2 — Adjust inside and outside mirrors for
unobstructed rear view.

3 — Fasten safety belts.

4 — Check brake warning
starting the engine.

5 — Check brake operation.

6 — Make sure that all doors are closed
securely and locked.

light when

And when you are on the highway:

1 — Always drive defensively. Expect the
unexpected.

2 — Use signals to indicate turns and lane
changes.

3 — Turn on headlights at dusk.

4 - Follow at a safe distance. A good
rule of thumb is to allow a minimum
of one car length for each 10 mph of
speed.

5— Reduce speed during night hours
and inclement weather.

6 — Observe speed limits and obey high-
way signs.

7 — When tired, get off the highway, stop
and take a rest.

8 — When stopped or parked, always set
the parking brake.

9 — When stalled or stopped for repairs,
move the car well off the road. Set
the emergency flasher and use road
flares or other warning devices to
warn other motorists.
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Safety Compliance Sticker

This sticker is your assurance that your
new Volkswagen complies with all
applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards which were in effect at the
time the vehicle was manufactured. You
can find this sticker on the left doorjamb.

The chassis number

IS located on the instrument panel
on the driver's side so that it is visible
from the outside through the windshield.
This is for your protection...to aid in
the apprehension of car thieves and the
recovery of stolen vehicles.

The engine number

is stamped on the alternator support
flange.

The sticker also shows the manufac-
turer's name, the month and year of
production and the chassis number of
your car (perforation) as well as the
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating and the
Gross Axle Weight Rating.



Keys

Your Volkswagen comes with two sets of
keys:

The key with the elongated head (A) is
for the doors and the ignition/steering
lock.

The key with the round head (B) is for
the glove compartment door of the
Convertible.

Do not invite car theft

by leaving your car unattended with the
key in the ignition lock. Take the key
with you and lock the doors.

A buzzer will remind you when you open
the driver's door and the key is still in the
ignition lock.

It is a good idea to keep a record of your
key numbers in your wallet together with
your license. If you should lose a key,
your Authorized VW Dealer will thus be
able to quickly secure a replacement key
for you.

Doors

Always drive with locked doors to pre-
vent inadvertent opening of a door from
the inside, especially with smaller chil-
dren in the car.

From outside

Open doors by squeezing trigger in outer
door handle (1).

Lock and unlock doors with the key by
turning the key to the left or right (2).

Doors can also be locked without a key.
First depress locking knob (3), then
squeeze trigger in outer door handle as
you close door.




If the door, with the locking knob de-
pressed, closes by itself, the locking
knob will disengage automatically. We
provided this additional safety feature
so you won't be locked out if the door
should slam shut while the key is still
Inside the car.

From inside

Lock and unlock doors by depressing or
raising locking knob (3).

To open doors, pull inside door handle
(4).

Since your VW is almost air-tight, it will
be easier to close the door if you open
a window slightly.

Windows

We recommend you do not put decals or
other signs on the windows of your car
that may interfere with the driver’s vision.

You can lower and raise the windows in
the doors by means of winders. We
cushioned the knobs for your safety.

To open the vent window, turn knob into
driving direction, move locking lever
forward and push out window.

To make closing the vent window easier,
we suggest you first push on the forward
part of the vent window so that it fits
snugly against the weatherstripping.
Then grasp the knob, and move the lever
back to lock it in place.

———

Seats

We recommend you do not adjust the
driver's seat while driving. Your seat
may suddenly jerk forward or backward,
which could result in loss of control.

Seat adjustment

To move the seat forward and backward,
pull the lever (1) in front of the seat. Now
slide the seat to the desired position. Let
the lever go, and move the seat slightly
back and forth to make sure it is securely
engaged.
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Head restraints

The padded head restraints of the front
seats are fully adjustable.

To adjust height, pull head restraint up
or push it down (a).

To offer maximum support, the upper
edge of the restraint should be slightly
higher than the level of your eyes.

To tilt restraint forward or back, grasp
it firmly with both hands and move to
desired position (b).

If you can touch the restraint with your

head slightly to the rear, the restraint is
properly adjusted.

Backrest adjustment

Front seat passengers should not ride in
a moving car with the backrest reclined.
Safety belts only offer protection when
the backrest is in an upright driving
position.

To adjust the backrest, turn the wheel at
the side of the seat cushion, with your
body weight taken off the backrest.

To release backrest lock

pull up the lever on the side of the back-
rest. Tilt the backrest forward and out of
the way for easy access to the rear
passenger compartment.

If the lever cannot easily be moved up-
ward, push the backrest forward slightly
as you pull up the lever.

Four your and your passenger's pro-
tection, the backrest locks must be

engaged at all times while the car is in
motion.




Safety belts

A safety belt is provided for each seating
position in your Volkswagen.

Safety belts that were subjected to ex-
cessive stretch forces during an accident
should be replaced.

Safety Belt Warning System

An audio-visual warning system is inter-
connected with the driver's safety belt.

Every time the ignition is turned on, the
FASTEN BELTS warning light on the
dashboard will come on for about
6 seconds as a reminder to buckle up.
If the driver does not fasten the safety
belt, the buzzer will also come on for the
duration of this six second period. The
buzzer will go off as soon as the driver
has buckled up.

For your and your passenger's protec-
tion, we recommend you wear safety
belts at all times while the car is in
motion.

Safety belts for front seats

The front seats are equipped with lap/
shoulder belts with an automatic locking
retractor. The belt adjusts automatically
to your size and movements as long as
the pull on the belt is slow. A sudden
motion locks the belt. The automatic
locking mechanism in the retractor will
also lock the belt when driving down a
steep hill or in a curve, and when the
car's speed is reduced.

Do not strap in more than one person in
each belt.

A shoulder belt should not be worn by a
person less than 47" in height, because
it would not be in its most protective
position, and therefore may increase the
possibility of injury in a collision.

To fasten your lap/shoulder belt, grasp
the belt tongue and pull the belt in a con-
tinuous slow motion across your chest
and lap. Insert the belt tongue into the
corresponding anchor housing on the
center tunnel and push down until it is
securely locked with an audible click.
Pull the shoulder part of the belt to en-
sure that the lap part fits tightly.

Belts should not be worn twisted.

To unfasten the belt, push in the release
marked PRESS on the corresponding’
anchor housing. The belt tongue will
spring out of the anchor housing.
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To store the lap/shoulder belt, guide the
belt tongue to its stowed position behind
the assist strap on the door post. For the
passenger's comfort, the retracting
forces of the belt are relatively low and
winding up of the belt may be slow. Make
sure the belt is fully wound up on the
retractor.

Make sure the belt of the unoccupied
passenger seat is fully wound up on its
retractor so that the belt tongue is in its
stowed position on the doorpost. This
reduces the possibility of its becoming
a striking object in case of a sudden stop.

Do not drive with the rear seat cushion
removed and the backrest folded down.
In the folded-down position, the backrest
may interfere with the operation of the
front safety belts.

Safety belts for rear seats

The rear seats are equipped with lap
belts with an automatic retractor. If you
have pulled out too much of the belt,
the retracting mechanism will take up
the slack until the belt fits snugly

across your lap and will stay locked in
this position.

To fasten your lap belt, grasp the belt
tongue on the outboard side of the seat,
and pull it across your lap and insert the
tongue in the inboard buckle. Push in
until you hear a click to be sure the belt
is locked securely.

To unfasten the belt, push in the release
marked PRESS in the buckle.

To store the belt, guide the belt tongue
to the retractor. Make sure the belt is
fully wound up on the retractor. Belt
tongue and buckle should always be
kept on top of the seat for ready use. Do
not permit them to get caught under the
seat.

Belt care

Keep safety belts clean. If cleaning is
necessary, wash them with a mild soap
solution, without removing them from
the car.

Do not allow the belts to retract until
they are completely dry.

Do not bleach or dye safety belts. Do not
use any other cleaning agents. They
may weaken the webbing.

Check buckles and retractors for proper
function. Check belt webbing and bind-
ings for damage.



Instrument panel

Beetle

1 — Vents for heating/defrosting (thereare 3). . . . . . . 25
2 — Vents for heating/defrosting and fresh air ventilation

(thereisapaironeachside). . . . ... ... ..25 27
d—Headlight BWItCh. = & & & & o s w5 G & bl w s 16
4 — Speedometer dial with fuel gauge and warning lights 17
5 — Safety belt and brake warning light . . . . . . . . 11, 15
6 — Plate over radio aperture
C==Glove-compartment. . : = o 4 %% s s s e E s 23
8 — Turn signal and headlight dimmer switch lever. . . . 18
9 — Windshield wiper/washerlever . . . . . . .. . ... 18

10 — Fresh aircontrol knobs (2). . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 27

B T F L P T P 43

Switch for rear window defogger. . . . . . . . .. .. 19
12 - Horn
13—ignition/steerMQ oK. . « & & v v i o i s & & = & 5 15
14 — Control knob for Auxiliary Heater

LRGNl SaUIEmMBEDY) . & s & 5 s b S e s B E e e 30
IB=AshiraV: ¢ c s F e SR A AT AR RS IS 19
16 — Emergency flasherswitch . . . . . . . .. ... ... 16
17 — Spot light to illuminate the heater levers between

G TrONLSERIS. v vovi v v v nwow o e w ww w a we w e 25
1B=Knobforfreshalrfan. . s i eise 88865543 28
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VW Convertible

1 — Vents for heating/defrosting and fresh air ventilation
UREER RIS 2). v is b @ i o G5 w0 i ik bl Wittt 4 . 2D
2 — Vents for heating/defrosting and fresh air venttlatmn
for the front side windows (there is one on each side). 26
3 — Speedometer dial with fuel gauge and warning lights . 17

4 — Vents for fresh air ventilation (2) . . . . . . . . .. .. 27
B FeRaNanl SWMEN . . .+ 5 e amtvabme b i Ta b o o e o 16
6—Instrumentillumination . . . . . . o ¢ ¢ v v s b w0 ow s 16
7 — Safety belt and brake warning light . . . . . . . .. 11,15
8 — Control switch for Auxiliary Heater

(OpHonAL SaUIBIMENt) . . & oo v w0 5o w & o 30

9 — Accessory switch (open)

10— Emergency flasherswitch . . . . . . . .. ... ... 16
11 — Plate over radio aperture
12 — Glove compartment, lockable . . . . . . ... .. .. 23
13 — Loudspeaker grille
14 — Turn signal and headlight dimmer switch lever. . . . 18
15— Windshield wiper/washerlever . . . . . . ... ... 18
16 — Horn

=~ lgnition/steering loek: v 4 & 4 & v wies i e e W 15
1I8=KnobIorMMesR BIETaN: = = o 5 & & & = v e Eed . 28
19 =Fresh alr controL KnobB (2) . - « = ¢« v o v v w s 27
20 — Spot light to illuminate the heater levers between

e ront 8eals: © 3 = & § 2 5 % 9 Blra e AEE 25

2= EBNITENV: 5 % & % % 5 W aEEETE S E R SRS B 19



Ignition/steering lock

The steering is equipped with an anti-
theft ignition lock.

For your protection, fasten safety belts.
Make sure the gearshift lever is in
Neutral before turning the ignition key.

1 — Ignition off/steering locked.
Insert the key. If it is difficult to turn
the key, gently move the steering
wheel until the key turns freely.

2 — Ignition on/steering free (for towing).

3 — Starter engages.

The key returns to position 2 as soon
as it is released. Never operate the
starter longer than a few seconds. If
the engine should fail to start, turn
the key back to position 1 and repeat
the starting procedure. More on start-
ing on page 23.

To remove the key and to lock the steer-
ing, turn the key back to position 1 and
pull it out. Turn the steering wheel until
it locks.

The steering column will lock when you
remove the key. Therefore DO NOT
REMOVE the key while you are driving
or as the car is rolling to a stop.

If you leave the key in the ignition/steer-
ing lock, the buzzer will sound when the
driver's door is opened. This is your
reminder to remove the key.

'EFH.ETE NEELTS
(©) BRAKE

(p32-039!

Brake warning light

Your Volkswagen is equipped with a dual
circuit brake system. Both circuits, one
for the front brakes and one for the rear
brakes, can function independently.

If the brake warning light lights up when
you apply the brakes while driving, one
of the two brake circuits may have failed.
First make sure the parking brake is fully
released.

Note

If one brake circuit should have failed,
the other will still operate, but a longer
distance and greater pedal pressure are
required to bring the car to a halt.

Pull off the road and stop.

Try out the effectiveness of the brakes
by carefully starting and stopping on the
road shoulder.

If you judge that the brakes operate
safely enough to take you to the nearest
dealer, proceed cautiously and at low
speed. If you do not feel it is safe to con-
tinue, have your car towed to the nearest
dealer for repair.

Proper functioning of brake warning light

The brake warning light will light up when
the ignition is turned on. It will go out
after the engine has been started and the
parking brake released. This is your
assurance that the brake warning light
functions properly.
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If the brake warning light does not light
up when turning on the ignition, or if it
does not go out after starting the engine
and releasing the parking brake, there
may be a defect in the electrical system.
If this is the case, contact your Author-
ized VW Dealer.

Emergency flasher switch
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Convertible: | A

J

If your car is disabled or parked under
emergency conditions, pull out the knob
to make all four turn signals flash simul-

:
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taneously (Convertible: depress the
lower half of the rocker switch). The
warning light in the switch flashes, too.

When the headlight switch is operated,
the emergency flasher switch glows with
reduced brightness for easy recognition
in the dark. When the emergency flasher
IS not in operation, the brightness of the
light can be regulated together with the
instrument panel lights (see instrument
illumination). The light has full bright-
ness when the emergency flasher system
IS in operation.

Move the car well off the road when
stalled or stopped for repairs.

Headlight switch

Beetle Convertible: [ :p]
w:-nl-:._l

Pull the knob to the first stop (Convert-
ible: depress the rocker switch) to turn
on the parking and side marker, license
plate, tail and instrument lights, emer-
gency flasher light, spot light for the
heater levers and the light in the TEMP-
switch for the optional Auxiliary Heater.

Pull the knob to the second stop (Con-
vertible: depress the rocker switch) to
turn on the headlights (ignition on).

Note

To preserve the battery, the headlights
will go out automatically when the
ignition is turned off or when the engine
IS started.

Instrument illumination

Adjust the brightness of the instrument
lights and the heater lever spot light by
turning the headlight switch knob (Con-
vertible: by turning the thumb wheel next
to the rocker switch).




Speedometer dial

The speedometer indicates the speed;
the odometer records the miles driven.
The last digit in red indicates 1/10 of a
mile.

The following warning lights are in the
speedometer dial:

a — Exhaust gas recirculation light EGR

The EGR indicator lamp will light up
every 15,000 miles. This is your reminder
to take your car to your authorized dealer
for the scheduled emission control and
maintenance services.

CAT

Stop atonce.. .. ©

if the alternator warning light comes on
while you are driving.

b — Catalytic converter light
(not connected).

c — Alternator warning light

Turn the engine off!

Check first whether the V-belt is slipping
or broken. The V-belt not only drives
the alternator but also the fan that cools
the engine.

Tighten or replace the belt (see also
page 57/"Troubleshooting”, item F).

e — Oil pressure warning light 0"_
Stop at once. ..

if the oil pressure warning light comes on
while you are driving.

Turn the engine off!

Check the oil level to make sure you
have enough oil. If the cause is some-
where else, do not drive on but contact
your nearest Authorized VW Dealer.

An occasional flickering of the oil pres-
sure warning light when the engine is
idling after a long high-speed trip is no
cause for concern if the light goes out
upon acceleration.

The red warning lights for alternator and
oil pressure in the speedometer dial will
light up when the ignition is turned on.
They should go out after you have started
the engine.

Whenever stalled or stopped for repair,
move the car well off the road. Turn on
the emergency flasher and mark the car
with road flares or other warning devices.
Before working on any part in the engine
compartment, turn the engine off and
wait until the engine has cooled down
sufficiently.

Control lights d (turn signals) and g (high
beam) see next page.

Control light f (rear window defogger)
see page 19.

Fuel gauge

It is located in the speedometer dial, and
only indicates the fuel level when the
ignition is turned on.

When the needle is on “R", there is a
reserve of about 1 gallon of fuel left in
your tank ... time to refuel at the next
gas station.
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Turn signal/headlight dimmer switch
lever and windshield wiper/washer
lever

There are two levers just behind the
steering wheel:

The lever on the left side is for the turn
signal/headlight dimmer switch.

The lever on the right side is for the
windshield wiper/washer system.

The turn signals and the windshield
wipers only work with the ignition on.

Turn signals <:>

Leverup —right turn signal
Lever down — left turn signal

The green turn signal indicator light in
the speedometer dial comes on when
you operate the lever.

The turn signals are cancelled automati-
cally when you have completed a turn
(like driving around a corner), and the
steering wheel returns to the straight-
ahead position.

If a turn signal is defective, the control
light flashes at about twice the normal
frequency. Have your Authorized VW

18 Dealer check and repair it for you.

Lane changer

To indicate your intention when chang-
ing lanes on expressways, slightly lift
or depress the lever to an intermediate
position. The lever will return to the OFF
position when released.

st

Wipers \

Turn ‘ ) &
signals rignt
Lane {{?' H
changer /3 - H:
Lane ft
changer “Ie
Turn

signals
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Dim the headlights by pulling the lever
toward the steering wheel. The blue indi-
cator light in the speedometer dial will
light up when the high beams are on.

Windshield wipers Wl PE @

The windshield wiping system operates
at two speeds: low and high.

Lifting lever to first stop — low speed
Lifting lever to second stop — high speed

If you just slightly lift the lever before
reaching the first stop, the wipers will
wipe as long as the lever is held in this
position and come to a stop when re-
leased.

To give you full battery power while
starting the engine, operating windshield
wipers will stop automatically at this
moment.

Windshield washer d} WASH

To spray washer fluid on the windshield,
pull the lever toward the steering wheel.
You can operate the washer from any
selected wiping position.

Avoid running the wiper blades over a
dry windshield . .. you may scratch the
glass. Spray washer fluid on it first.

Headlight dimmer



Rear window defogger

o

The rear window defogger — together
with the flow-through ventilation — will
help to keep the inside of the rear win-
dow clear of condensation and frost in
the winter.

Turn the ignition on first before you
switch on the rear window defogger.

Depress the rocker switch under the
dashboard to turn on the rear window
defogger. The green control lamp in the
speedometer dial (Convertible: in the
switch) will light up to remind you that

the defogger is switched on.
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To give you full battery power while
starting the engine, the operating rear
window defogger will turn off auto-
matically at this moment.

After the rear window has been cleared,
switch off the rear window defogger to
avoid an unnecessary drain on the bat-
tery.

Be careful when removing objects from
the luggage compartment behind the
rear seat. Sharp edges may damage the
defogger in the rear window.

Convertible

Ashtrays

Front ashtray (picture)

Pull to open the ashtray in the instrument
panel. To remove the tray, depress the
leaf spring which you see just beneath
the top cover. Now pull out the tray.

To put it back in, fold the top cover down,
insert the tray in the guide rails and push
in with the heel of your hand.

Rear ashtray

To remove the ashtray in the rear
passenger compartment, press down on
the tray and pull out. To reinstall, just
push the ashtray back in again.
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Assist straps and coat hooks

There is one assist strap and one coat
hook on each side on the door post.

Hang clothes in such a way that they do
not impair the driver's vision.

Interior |ig ht On the VW Convertible, the light and light
| switch are on the mirror bracket.

The switch positions are The switch positions are

Up — ON (with doors open) Left — ON (with doors open)

Center — OFF Center — OFF

Down — ON (with doors closed) Right — ON (with doors closed)

Sun visors

To protect the driver from side glare, the
sun visor on the driver's side can be
moved toward the door window after
lifting it out of its center mounting. The
sun visor on the passenger’s side cannot
be moved toward the side.

Rear view mirrors

Adjust the outside and inside mirrors
before driving off. It is important for safe
driving that you have good vision to the
rear.

Outside mirror

The outside mirror is hinged and folds
flat against the car when struck from
either direction.

Inside day-night mirror
(Convertible only)

You can move the day-night mirror from
clear daylight visibility to non-glare visi-
bility at night by adjusting the lever up-
ward or downward at the bottom of the
mirror.



Hand and foot controls
1 = Clutch pedal

Always .depress the clutch pedal fully
when changing gears. Do not hold the
car on a steep hill with the clutch pedal
partially depressed. This may cause pre-
mature wear or damage.

2 — Brake pedal

Make it a habit to check the operation of
your brakes. You will remember from
page 15 that the brake warning light will
alert you if one brake circuit should have
failed.

Make sure that the movement of the
brake pedal is not obstructed by a floor
mat or any other object.

Volkswagen automobiles have excellent
brakes, but they are still subject to wear
... depending on how the brakes are
used. If you find that the brake pedal
travel has increased, have the brakes
adjusted; if necessary, between the spe-
cified maintenance intervals.

Keep in mind that the braking distance
increases very rapidly as the speed in-
creases. At 60 mph, for example, it is not
twice but four times longer than at
30 mph. Tire traction is also less effec-
tive when the roads are wet and slippery.
Therefore, always maintain a safe
distance.

Driving through deep water may reduce
tire traction. Moisture on the brakes may
also affect braking efficiency. Cautiously
apply the brakes for a test. If you notice
a lag in the braking action, the brakes
may be wet. They will dry after you have
applied the brakes a few times, but do it
very cautiously.

Brake linings may not have the highest
possible braking efficiency when new.
Therefore allow for longer braking
distance during the initial 100 to 150
miles.

3 — Accelerator pedal

For good fuel economy we recommend
smooth and even acceleration.

Very fast, racy driving, alternating be-
tween full throttle and hard braking,
raises the fuel consumption consider-
ably. Also, tires and brake linings wear
faster.

You can drive most economically be-
tween:

12 and 28 mph in 2nd gear
22 and 44 mph in 3rd gear
31 and 62 mph in 4th gear
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4 — Gearshift lever

The Manual Transmission is fully syn-
chronized. The four forward gears and a
reverse gear are arranged as illustrated.
The shift pattern is also shown on the
face of the ashtray below the dashboard
(Convertible: on the instrument panel
below the speedometer).

Resting your hand on the shift lever knob
while driving will cause premature wear
to the transmission.

Speed ranges

You can drive your Volkswagen at full
speed from the first day; there is no
break-in schedule. There are, however,
certain recommended speed ranges for
the various gears:

1st gear 0-16 mph
2nd gear 11-34 mph
3rd gear 22-56 mph
4th gear  from 31 mph up

If you have a traffic situation where it is
necessary for you to overtake rapidly,
you can accelerate, for a brief period
only, up to

37 mph in 2nd gear

22 62 mph in 3rd gear

Reverse

Only shift into Reverse when the car is
not moving. To engage the reverse gear,
press the lever down, move it to the left
and pull back.

The back-up lights go on automatically
when you engage the reverse gear (with
the ignition on).

5 — Parking brake lever

To set the parking brake, press in the
release button at the end of the lever as
you pull up the lever. The parking brake
is engaged as soon as you release the
button on the raised lever.

With the ignition switched on, the brake
warning light in the instrument panel
lights up and goes out as soon as the
parking brake is released (see page 16).

To release the parking brake, pull the
lever slightly up as you depress the
release button. Then push the lever all
the way down.

Be sure it is fully released, because a
partially engaged parking brake pro-
motes wear of the brake linings.

Do not remove the key from the steering
lock while the car is rolling to a stop.
The steering column is locked as soon as
you remove the key. Take out the key
only after the car is parked.

Always set the parking brake when park-
ing your car. On steep hills also turn the
wheels toward the curb.



Starting hints

Never start or let the engine run in an
enclosed unventilated area. Exhaust
fumes from the engine contain carbon
monoxide which is a colorless and odor-
less gas. Carbon monoxide can be fatal
if inhaled.

For your protection, wear safety belts at
all times while the car is in motion.

Before turning the ignition key, make
sure the gearshift lever is in Neutral.

It is not necessary to depress the ac-
celerator pedal when starting. This holds
true for a cold engine and an engine at
operating temperature no matter what
the outside temperatureis. The electronic
fuel injection system, with which your
Volkswagen is equipped, automatically
supplies the required amount of fuel for
starting.

Operatethe starterforafew secondsonly.

As soon as the engine starts, release the
ignition key.

If the engine does not start the first time
or stalls, turn the ignition key all the way
to the left and restart.

Theredwarning lights foroil pressure and
alternatorinthe speedometerdialandthe
brake warning light will light up when the
ignition is turned on. The oil pressure and

alternator warning lights should go out
after you have started the engine. The
brake warning light should go out after
releasing the parking brake.

It is not necessary to warm up the engine
by letting itidle with the car stationary ...
drive off immediately and maintain mod-
erate speed until the engine is warm.

Winter starting

Depress the clutch pedal when starting
so that the starter only has to crank the
engine.

Cars with catalytic converter

If your Volkswagen is equipped with a
catalytic converter as part of the emission
control system, the following is important
to know:

After the engine is warmed up (not during
or shortly after engine start-up) a mal-
function in the ignition system, caused
by a faulty spark plug for instance, could
reduce the effectiveness of the converter.
To keep the converter operating proper-
ly, we advise you to slow down imme-
diately if you should notice a sudden in-
terruption in the pull of the engine under
normal acceleration. This interruption
could be for brief moments or of longer
duration. Drive slowly (with half or less
throttle) to the nearest VW dealer or
other qualified workshop to have your
ignition system checked and if necessary
corrected.

Glove compartment

To open the glove compartment door,
turn the knob to the left.

To close the door, press until lock en-
gages.

On the Convertible open the door by
squeezing both plungers together. To
lock or unlock the door turn key to right
or left.

Inside the glove compartment is the
release for the front hood. A locked
glove compartment prevents unauthor-
ized access to the luggage compartment
and the spare wheel.

Beetle

Convertible
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Luggage compartments

Your VW has two luggage compart-
ments, one under the front hood, and the
other behind the rear seat.

Since improper weight distribution can
affect car handling, take advantage of
the two luggage compartments. Load
the front luggage compartment first,
using the heaviest pieces of luggage, if
possible.

Front luggage compartment

To unlock the front hood, pull the re-
lease inside the glove compartment.

Now open the front hood by depressing
the release button in the hood handle.

To lock the front hood, lower the hood
and press the handle down firmly. Do
not press on one side of the hood. Make
sure the hood is securely locked.

Rear luggage compartment

Additional luggage can be stored in the
space behind the rear seat. You can ex-
pand this luggage area by folding the
backrest down and fastening it in this
position.

To release the backrest, pull the strap on
the left, as seen in driving direction.
When you fold the backrest back, it locks
automatically in its place.

After folding the rear seat forward to
increase the loading area, make sure
the front seats and seat backs are in
securely latched positions.

Do not drive with the rear seat cushion
removed and the backrest folded down.
In the folded down position, the backrest
may interfere with the operation of the
front safety belts.

To hold the backrest in the folded-down
position, hook the retaining strap (on
the back of the backrest) under the seat
rail.

To adjust the length of the strap, unhook
the strap and move the slide.

A —to shorten the strap
B — to lengthen the strap




Articles stored in the luggage area be-
hind the rear seat can be concealed from
the outside view by a cover. This cover is
attached with hinges to the backrest.

To make use of the cover, release the
backrest and fold it forward. Lift the
cover up. Then move backrest and cover
back. The cover will rest on the edge
below the rear window. Press the back-
rest back to lock it in place.

We recommend you do not place articles
on the cover. Such items may become
dangerous projectiles when dislodged
during a sudden stop. They may also
reduce the driver's vision to the rear.

Heater/Defroster

A fresh air heater/defroster is standard
equipment on your Volkswagen. The
control levers are located on the tunnel
between the front seats. The heater lever
spot light will illuminate the levers when
the parking or headlights are turned on.

The brightness of the spot light and
instrument illumination can be adjusted
by turning the light switch knob (Con-
vertible: thumb wheel next to the light
switch). See also page 16.

1a - Heatertemperature lever (TEMP)

The lever toward the passenger's seat
controls the temperature level.

Leverup - heat on fully
Lever down — heat off

By setting it at any intermediate position,
you can select the degree of heat that is
most comfortable for you.

After a reasonable warm-up time, which
also depends on the speed of the car,
warm air will enter the car's interior
through the windshield vents —1—, the
heater/defroster vents — 2a — below the
windshield (Convertible: side window
vents — 2 —) and outlets in the front and
rear footwells.

Footwell outlets

There are four footwell outlets, two in
the front and two in the rear. The front
outlets are located just beneath the
doors, the rear outlets are under the
rear seat. Front and rear footwells are
opened and closed with the heat distri-
bution lever —1b—.
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1b — Heat distribution lever for front
and rear footwells (DEF-HEAT)

With the lever on the tunnel next to the
driver's seat you can control the dis-
tribution of heat to the front and rear
footwells.

Lever down — front and rear footwells
closed

— front and rear footwells
fully open

Lever up

You can select any intermediate position
to regulate the distribution of heat to the
front and rear footwells.

2 — Defroster vents for front side
windows

(Convertible only)

Volume and direction of the air coming
from the outlets on the dashboard can
be controlled separately by adjusting
the flaps in the outlets. They can be
opened or closed by pressing against
one side of the flaps. When the flaps are
closed, the entire volume of warm air
flows through the vents at the windshield
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Hints for defogging and defrosting

Defogging and defrosting your wind-
shield will be more effective if you direct
the total air flow toward the windshield.

Here is what to do:

1. Heater temperature lever —1a— all the
way up (TEMP) — heat is on.

2. Heat distribution lever —1b- all the
way down (DEF) — no heat to the front
and rear footwells.

3. Set the levers in the vents—2a—below
the windshield straight up.
(Convertible: open the flaps inthe front
side window vents — 2 —).

For defogging purposes it may be ad-
visable to add fresh air to the warm air
flow:

4. Turn both fresh air knobs — 10 — (Con-
vertible: the left fresh air knob — 19 —)
to the left (see next page) and turn on
the fresh air fan— 18 — (see page 28).

Now all air is directed toward the wind-
shield (Convertible: and to the front side
windows).
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